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Part 1- Early Settlers, Settlements andRoads of Pulaski County, Arkansas

Establishment of Pulaski County, Arkansd$818

The area now encompassed by Pulaski County, Arkansas first became a part of the United States
with the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 and soon afteis governed byhe Louisiana Territory. Upon
Louisiana Statehood ih812, Arkansas becomes a part of the Missouri Territddp. to 1818 ,the

entire areaof presentday Arkansas is governed by only two counties. To the south, Arkansas



County is govered from Arkansas Post, and to the north, Lawrence County is governed from
Lawrence soon after named Davidsonville. On October 24, 1818 durintipe last session of the
territorial legislature of MissouriGovernor William Clarkigned into law thecreation of three
countieg Pulaski, Clark and Hempstead, taken friima territory of Arkansas county. These three
counties along with the originahrkansas and Lawrence countiegmprised the sum total of
counties at the time of thormation of the Arkansas @tritory on July &, 1819 when Missouri
became a State.

Post Roads and Distances c1824

In PulaskOounty there was no town which could be named as tbenty seat, so the courts were
directed to be held at the house of SamiétHenryon the south side of the Arkansas Rinear

the mouth of White Oak Bayoun 1820 theArkansagerritorial legislature established theulaski
County seat further up riveat a place called CadrorThe name of Cadron is thought to be derived
from the French word for quadrantCadronnow in Falner County, was firstestablished as a fur
trapping postin 1818 when a group of families moved there from Crystal Hill821, after the
territorial capitalwasmoved from thePost of Arkansas to Little Rock, tRellaski Gunty seat was
moved to Litte Rockvhere it has remained since.



Early Settlersand Settlements oPulaski County

Up tothe establishment of Pulaski County in 1818, fawnigrantshad settled in the area. Perhaps
the earliest documented settte wereat Crystal Hill north of thérkansas River along with a smaller
settlementsouth ofthe river.

Soon after the establishment of the first Territorial Capitol of Arkansas at Arkansas Post, a fierce
debate arose over choosing the location of a new Territorial Capitol in PulaskyCdume leading
contenders were Cadron, Crystal Hill and Little Rock. Much land speculation arose at these sites as
the debate continued for months.

Crystal Hillk About the beginning of the year 18@7group of eight families from North

Carolina stablished a settlememear theCrystal Hill, abové (G KS LJ2 A.¢Among ¥ NRB O &
them areMajor JohnPyeattand hisbrother, Jacob.Also in 1807Francis Lafavand his

brother Leonsettled in the county. Leohafave lived to bever ninety years old, héng

lived over eighty years in the county.

Upon arrival, he Pyeattsvere surprised to find thaa party of immigrants from North
Carolina had preceded them abouyeaar and were then living a few miles above Crystal Hill
on the south sidef theriver at the foot of the Maumelle mountains, or, as they were then



OFft SRXT G(KS & a inMidicihity df theayaiirheNeyRiveéThis indicates the
first settlers arrived in present day Pulaski County in 1806, but their names are no longer
known

Other Pyeatt families would join them latein 1812 Major James Pyeatt, Jacob Pyeatt,
Mary CarnaharPyeatt(daughterin-law of Henry Pyeat@and their families arrive at Crystal
Hill. MaryCarnahardocumented their travels in her diary. They cionsted a large

wooden skiff and operatka ferry service on the Arkansas River at Crystallidély the first
ferry service in Pulaski Count@ther families soon joined them in the area along the
Arkansas River between Crystal Hill and Cadron.

In1817,ColonelEdmund Hogan, eetired army officer locatednear Crystal Hilbn a site

near the point of the rocksln 1821, his home there was said to be the finest in Arkansas.
Hogan was Justice of the Peace in 1818 and the first post master of Efjlstall820.He

was later appointed as General of the Arkansas Militia.

About 150 others lived in th€rystal Hilarea and itwvas describeds a center of fashion and
intelligence as well as religious influence. In 1821, the plat for the town sse@corded
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governor, Governodames Miller, built his home here and eventually acquired ownership of
the entire town site in the years following the establishment.itfle Rock as the new
territorial capitol in June 1821.

Crystal Hill declined in importance and by 1843 William Woodruff purchased the entire town

site at auctiorfor backtaxes in the amount of $3.99. In 1933, historian Judge Utley

reported that $gns still remaied2 ¥ G KS &G RSLIJI NI SR iBcdu@ngddé 2F 2f R [/
brick chimneys and foundatienthe remainsof a brickyard an@ wharf on the old river

bend.

Crystal Hill gets its name frombluffon the riverconsisting of sandstonehale, and
significant amounts ofluartz crystal andon pyrite, which sparkigin the sunlight. The
Crystal Hill Town siteras located in present day City of Maumetehe Maumelle Country
Cluh The Crystal Hill is located to the eagirystal Hill Bad gets its name from this early
settlementand the Crystal Hill.

Cadrong Cadron wasocatednear the confluence of Cadron Creek and #rkansas River

about five miles west gfresent day Conwayl y G KS SF NI & mynnax GKS SN
{SGGtSYSyGé¢ o1 a dzaSR t22aSte Ay NBFSNByOS G2 i
along the Arkansas River in the vicinity of Cadron Cr€ekiron served for artie as the

seat of Pulaski County government and is credited with being the first official town in

present day Pulaski County.

In 1818, an early settler and trader, John McEImarg three other investors laid otihe
town of Cadronon about sixtyfour acres A few other families from the Crystal Hill also
moved here McElmurry had built a blockhouse to be used as a residence, tavern, and
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protection of his fur tradindpusinesgmostly deer pelts), witlCherokedndians living on
Indian land to the northwest. A ferry crossed both the Arkansas River and Cadron Creek

English naturalisthomas Nuttajlwho visited Cadron in March of 1819, found prospects for
the town limited by the small area of good ground lying between infertile hills and forest.
The only town residents were McEImurry and his extended family @fivsix children, wives,
andslave$. On a return visit in 1820, Nuttall noted several more families, three or four
outlying houses, and a thriving bsibvenly tavern. Weekly mail service started in 1820.

Cadron lost out in its bid to become the territorial capitol and later its bid to become the
county seat of newly formed Faulkner CounBy 181, the town had been abandoned.

The site is located in Caxh Park in Faulkner County and a replica of the original blockhouse
stands here.

Future Little Rock Town Siteln 1812, William Lewis, a hunter trapper, became the first

documented land owner at the future site of Little Rock. He stayed only 3 monthscdah

his claim to Elisha White in 1814, who sold to William Russell a St. Louis land speculator.
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another conflicting title to the town site marking the beginningtlree decades of disputes,

lawsuits and acrimony over title.

In 1819 British traveler and naturalist Thomas Nuttall pag#ierough Little Rock ante

notes Colonel Edmund Hogan is operating a ferry at the Little Rock. On his return trip in
1820, henotes a group of bachelors living in a log cabin near the Point of the Rock, possibly
among them idBenjamin Murphy and Wright Daniel.

Benjamin Kellogg settled at the place where Little Rock nawaisoutthe year 1820. He

was a blacksmith and fourmlenty to do in fashioningon implements for travelerdt is

written that he made the broadax with which the log&re hewn for the building of the first
house in Little Rock. After a short while he moved northward and established hanhgedf
leadand silvermines in PulasKiounty, which became known as the Kellagimesin

present day Sherwood. Argenta, now North Little Rock, got its name from the early promise
of those silver and lead mines

Fourcheg Another early settlement in Pulaski Countgsithe Fourche settlement.

Archibald McHenry was ather early settlerto Pulaski county (1819 di820), living ten or
twelve milessouthwest from Little Rocklong the Military Road, now Stagecoach Road. His
second home on the site still stands andnewn as the McHenry House or Stagecoach
House. George Brodie was another early settler hefeross the Fourche Creek as it was
then known were the Lewis Brothers, Washington and Nathaniel, and Jared Martin in those
early years of Pulaski County and Fetnar Township.

TheEarly Roads

In 1824, The Map of the United States Intended Chiefly to Exhibit the Post Roads and Diftances
Abraham Bradleghowed thatArkansas Territory had few established roads, and those roads were
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little more than a network of hise trails throughthe wilderness. The Town of Little Rock had only
recently been established as the Arkansas Territorial Capitol in 1821 following the establishment of
Little Rock Post Office in 1820O-heearlyroads converged in Pulaski County nasfithe Arkansas

River.

Military Road through Little RockSaint Louis to TexasThe only road and main post road
that passed through Little Rock waleng a routen use at least since 1@6hat was first
established by Native Americans. That road vedsrred to as the Military Road, National
Road, and in more recent timess the Southwest TrailTheearlyroad was little more than
a network of trails following a general compass bearing to the southwestvaiittd soon
become one of the most importatransportation corridors through Arkansas the road
to Texas.

In 1820 Congres$egana road construction and improvement project by the military
departmentto establish a wagon road from St. Louis southwestward to Little Rock. That
early road woulgpass through the town of Jackson near to Davidsoniviltee northeast

corner of theArkansas Territorial line, crossing the White River just south of Batesville, then
continuing on to Little Rock.

FromLittle Rockthe Military Road as it wouldame to be known, continued southwesterly
through Saline Crossing near where Benton would soon be established, through Clark
Courthouse, and onward through the territory to Fulton on the Red River. A branch of the
road would continuevestfrom Washington to FarTowson in the Indian Territory. Portions

of that early Military Roathrough Little Rockan be remembered today as the Batesville

Pike in North Little Rock; Ferry Street, Asher Avenue and the Stagecoach Road in Little Rock;
and Military Road in Benton.

Another early branch of th8outhwest Trail and the first route mapped by Government
surveyorscrossed the Fourche River south of Little Rock and passed through Fourche
Townshipwvhere some important early springs were locatedntinuing on towards
Colegeville at the present Pulaskbsaline County line. The Lewis Brothers, Washington and
Nathaniel, and Jared Martin were early settlers along dldsroad. The route followed
somewhat along thevestern end opresent day Mabelvale Pike.

Arkansas PdsRoad, Crystal Hill to Arkansas Pe#inother early trail passing near to Little
Rock was the road from Crystal Hilt provided an important link from the settlement of
Crystal Hill located on a bluff overlooking the Arkansas River approximately thleeGity

of Maumelle is located today, to the Arkansas Pdstst established by settler and
adventurer John Pyeatt in 180@band of woodsman blazed and cleared a trail from Crystal
Hill to a point where it intersected an old Inditnail west of pregnt day Jacksonvillevhich

led southeast straight to the Arkansas PoEhat early road did not pass through Little Rock
staying along the north and east bank of the Arkansas River.

Military Road, Memphis to Little Rock Beginning with an act of Corags in 1824,
construction began onreother important military roadhat would link Memphis to Little
Rockthrough Arkansas. This road met the Southwest waist of present day Military Road
in Jacksonville Construction and improvement would continuar fdecades. Because of
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the many rivers and swamps of eastern Arkansas, the road was impassable for much of the
year.

Thesystem of militaryroadswas extended from LittlRockalong the north bank of the
Arkansas River to the western territorial boungand Cherokee lands. Important early
river towns were Lewisburg near Morrilton, Dwight Mission in Pope CountyiNamdston
at a ferry on the bank opposite Dardanelle where the road crossed the ArkRinsas This
Military Roadcontinuedalong the sout bank of the Arkansas River on to Fort Smith and
later Fort Gibsomear the western boundary dfrkansas Territory.

Some lateroadsfrom Little Rock- Bythe time of the Civil War, several other roads had
been established westward and southward frorl&€iRock. From Little Rock westward,
Civil War era maps named the roads as the Lower Maumelle Roakinaiam asRiver Road,
andthe Upper Maumelle Road also referred to as the post roaNdah Point and

Perryville North Point was an early outpost Pulaski County located near Pleasant Grove
and Goodson Roads.

¢KS NRBIR G2 tAyS .fdzFFT F2ff26SR f2y3 GKS
Ferry at Terry Lock and Dam and onward through Sweet Home and Wrightsville. That route
known asthe 21" Street Pike or Fourche Pike can be remembered today S2éet,

Barber Streetthe formerConfederate Boulevard, Springer Boulevard and the Sweet Home
Pike.

Part 2- Establishment of the original Town of Little Roekd
How the Streets gbtheir Names

Town of Little Rock

JeanBaptisteBenard de la Harpe, a Frenchman, lead an exploration party up the Arkansas River in
1772 from New Orleans. He noted the first outcropping of rock along the banks of the river since
leaving New Orleans andlted the place 'la petite roche’ or 'the little rock,' to distinguish it from a
larger cliff or big rock across the riverhe location later commonly referred to as the Point of the
Rocks. For a short time, thiest town at point of the rocks was cadlédrkopolis, however, en the

first post office was established at this location in March of 1820, it was named Little RodkistThe
map of the Town of Little Rock was recorded in the land recor&slafski CountyArkansas

Territory on February 2, 22.

From June 1821 when the Territorial Capitol was moved from Arkansas Post to 1825, the Territorial
Governor presided over the affairs of the Town of Little Rock. In 1825 (or 1827) Territorial Governor
George lzard signed legislation to provide for af8of Trustees to govern the town. In 1831, the
Town of Little Rock received its first charter. In 1835, Little Rockcisartered as the first city in
Arkansas Territory.



TheWittle RockKls located at the foot of Rock Street and the Junctiondgriech Riveiront Park.
LaHarpe Boulevard of today gets its name from the early explorer that is credited with naming the
rock.

Ny

Little Rock, Main Street at Markham, 1836
Population 600, about 150 buildings

Little Rock Land Title DisputesFrom the very beginning of the Little Rock town site continuing on

into the 1840sthe ownership of the town was a subject of numerous lawsuits, disputes and

hostilities over early land titles. In 1814, William Russell, a St. Louis land speculator acquired a land
AYyUuSNBaild Ay GKS aArdsS | yR 2 A fchlddr fom BtQ buisNiEqlired ay 2 G K S NJ |
second conflicting title to the town site.

ChesterAshley one of the first lawyers to settle in Little Roekas a key figure in the dispute over

the ownership of the land on which the town was to be built. Two gsoofospeculators held

conflicting claims to the location of what is today downtown Little Rock. Ashley represented the
FILOGA2Yy O2YLINRAASR 2F WIYSa . NEIYS andshileAwhy hQl | NI X
claimed through a New Madrid certificate. William Russell headed the other faction, which also
includedRobert CrittendenHenry ConwayJudgeAndrew Scott and a number of other prominent

citizens, who claimed throughp@ YLIGA 2y @ | f 1 K2dzZAK ! aKf SeQa FI OlAzy
compromised and split up downtown Little Rock between thesill, disputes over title continued

for years after.

On September 25, 1839, businessman Roswell Beebe received the original patent for the town of
Little Rock, signed by President Martin VanBurerii A& NB O2NRSR Ay GKS tdzf | aq?
office Book L, page 312ncompassing40 acres It is written that yoon his return, Beebe gave all
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the people who had bought lots from a certain real estate developer, whom he considered to be fair
and honest, title to their land for a dollar. 1840, Beebe recorded his maploftle Rockand

deeded the streetsiad alleys to the city for a dollar. He gave the state the title for the land on
Markham Street, where the new capitol building (now the Old State House Museum) was
located. He also donated part of the land for Mount Holly Cemetery, the other portion deone

his brotherin-law Chester Ashley.
Quapaw Lineg; In 1818a treaty withthe Quapaw Indians establishétk northern and western
boundary of tribal lands as a line commencinghat Point of the Rocind running due south. The
Town of Little Rock waaitl out west of this boundanA series of stone monuments located in River
Front Park commemorates this historic line as well as a monumenaafithur Park.
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North ¢ South Streets of the Town of Little RockThese were the nortlqg south trendirg streets
shown on the original Map of the Town of Little Rock in 1822.

1% or East or Commerce or River Mark&venuec While the street was not officially a part
of the original town as it was located east of the Quapaw Line, East 8tré&Street

figured prominently in the town history. In the early yearsyas a short street that
extended from Markham north to the Arkansas River and was a focal point of river trade
where steamboats landed and early log warehouses were constructed. Furthenfédese
was the ferry landing duture Ferry Street. Because of this role in early trade, it would
soon become known as Commerce Street.

Old Commerce Street remains a focus of lebappingand entertainmentn the heart of
the Little Rock River Mark®istrict. A portion of Commerce Street has been renamed River
Market Avenue.

Rock Street Rock gets its name from thsattle Rock, Point of the Rockor La Petite Roche

Rock from which the City of
it2lo Rock, Ark,, 1t
LY n M -

Lis

La Petite Roche atd®k Street
Junction Bridge opened December 1884

Cumberland Street The Cumberland Gap westward through the Appalachiaomiiins

into Kentucky and Tennessee wasaf the most important trails in the saga of the

western migration of Europeansto the Territories of the Louisiana Purchase. Many of the
early Little Rockettlers or their ancestors had come through the Cumiéed Gapon their

way west and Cumberland Street commemorates their travel

Scott Streetq Andrew Horatio Scott was one of the first Superior Court judges of Arkansas
Territory by virtue of appointment by President James Monroe. He was the first
governmaental official to report for duty at the village @éfrkansas Post (Arkansas Couluty)
July 4, 1819, andas first toput into operation the laws of the territoryHe served as Circuit
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Court Judge for the first District and was the first County Jud@®pé CountyThe county
of Scott created in 1833, was named in his honor.

Scott is acknowledged as one of the most distinguished figures in pioneer Arkansas history
however, his career was forever marred by a proclivityaoiwiolet confrontation On May
261824 fellow Superior Court Judge Josepdlden died at the hand of Scartta duelon

the east bank of théississippi Rier across fronHelena (Phillips Count§gllowingan

incident wherein Scott felt that Selden had insulted a lady and demanded that he apologize.

On May 31 1828,Scott confrontecEdmund Hogaim Little Rockand accused him of lying

about Scott duringa campaigrfor Territorial Delegate Averbal argumat escalated into a

shoving match, during whiddogan struck Scott, knocking him down. Scott drew a spear

FNRY KAa ¢glft1Ay3a OFYyS IYyR GKNXzZaAG AG Aydz2 | 23l
charged with murder but later acquitted from charges as he e to have acted in self

defense. After this, Scott removed to Dwight Mission ngmesent dayRusséville in

Cherokee Territory.

Territorial Judge Andrew
Horatio Scott

Superior Court Judge 181¢

Dueled with fellow judge
Joseph Seldon 1824

Killed Col. Edmund Hogan
during a fight over politics

East Main or Main Street First mapped as East Main, M&@treetand Markham Street
were then as now, the centaf the downtown business districtTravelers along the
Military Road, the Southwest Trail, visited and shopplesgthesestreetsin their travels

Louisiana Street The year 1803 marked the historic Louisiana Purchase in which the
United States puttased from France a vast area of land in the west that included Little
Rock, the future Territorial Capitol of Arkansas. Arkansas was first a part of the Louisiana
Territory, then the Missouri Territory, before becoming the Arkansas Territory on"July 4
1819.
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Center Street; Center Street is located near the center of the original Town of Little Rock.
In 1833, the third Territorial Governor John Pope s&detsite on Markham Street

centered on Center Street for construction of the new capitol bogdnow known as the

Old StatehouseCenter Street was the first street constructed through to the town
boundary and the first street that was paved for its entiregémin the old town.

Ashley and Conway StreetdNith construction of the new capitoldilding, anew
streetwasconstructed on the east side of the Statehouse and named Ashley Street
in honor of Chester Ashlethe third senator from Arkansa#\ new street on the

west sidewasnamed Conway Street in honor &dmes Sevier Conway, the first
Governor of thenew State of ArkansasBoth men were members of the powerful
ConwaySevierJohnson faction that controlled Arkansas politics up to the time of
the Civil War.

- : \n&.
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Center Street and the Statehouse
Ashley am Conway Streets

Spring Street; In 1822 &the foot of Spring Street on the Arkansas Riwas located a large
perennialspring that served as an important early drinking water source. By 1832, John
Pope described a steam saw mill on the site. The boilers for the mill drew water from the
old spring. During construction afpedestrian apprach forthe new Broadway Bridge in
2015, an old brick and concrete cistern was uncowka¢ the site of the old spring, since-
covered and preserved.

West Main or Broadway Streef Broadway Streebr West Main as it was known in the
early years, woulthecome the premier thoroughfare of Little RodWany finehomes and
businesses were located on the broad, tlee=d street. During the age of the automobile,
the Broadway Bridge was completed in 192%lit would be designed as US Highway 70.
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Eastc Weg Streets of the Town of Little RockThese were the eastwest trending streets shown
on the original Map of the Town of Little Rock in 1822.

North Street¢ This was the northern most street in the early town extending only a few
blocks in length at theorthwest corner of the map on a high river prominence.

Water or Garland Street or Ottenheimer Plaza Drig&Vater Street was located one block
north of Markham along the Arkansas River. Early industnedusinesses that relied on
river transportaton developed along the stre@tcluding associated saloargambling
houses and housesf ill-repute. Catering to the river boat men, gamblers and ruffians, a
portion of Water Streeand K S | R2F OSy G |t f S& 9f YQhakNBESG 41 a
acre¢ George Featherstonhaugh, an English geologist, who visité838, wrote that, in
his estimationLittle Rock had fewer than twelve citizens who refrained from wearing "two
pistolsX and a Bowie knife.'German adventurer Frederick Gerstaeckeote of Little Rock
in18384 . 2 1 YSy 2y (i w$§oodrkasch hiedtheydidly: K I
dLittle Rock in Arkansaw
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Territorial Governor John
Pope 1829

Progressive and visionary
advocate for improvement o X
I NJ Fyal aQ NB Lldzik
place of violence and '
corruption

CSNNAG2NALFE D2@SNYy2NJ W2Ky t2LIS gNRBGS GKIEGY al
intelligent, refinedand honorable the better class of the people were, there were to be

found men of lawless and desperate character, who had to be met with force and swift

justice. Besides, the want of action and constant occupation, and the great interest taken in

local poitics; or quarrels growing out of some real or fancied wrong, or disputes over a piece

of land or other property, often led to bloody encounters. Sometimes they were decided on

the field of honor, falsely so called, and at others resulted in a rough andlasfight or a
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shooting or cutting scrape. Arkansas was no worse in this respect than any other new State
n2NJ gl & aKS Fye o0SGUSNI GKIFIY KSNJ ySAIKo2NEDE

Today Water Street as a name has disappeared from the map. The eastern portion of the
old street is nowwithin Julius Breckling Riverfront Park and Ottenheimer Plaza follogvs
somewhat along the old streewithin the park. Ottenheimer Plaza and Market Hall are
named in honor of the philanthropies of Little Rock resident Gus Ottenheithegius

Breckling was bngtime Director of the Little Rock Parks Department.

The western remnant of Water Streefas renamedGarland Street in honor &ugustus

Hill Garlandthe eleventh governor of Arkansas, a member of the Confederate Congress, a
U.S. senator, and attornegeneral of the United StatesGarlandStreet and Garlan@ounty
gets its name from this man.

Elm Street (alleyf EIm Street was described as a very narrow streettwaéblock north of
Markham. A portion of the original EIm Street remaiodaylocatedeast of LaHarpe
Boulevard in the River Market District. A portion of the alley is still paved in old river stone
cobles.

Arkansas River Commerce

Commerce, Ferry, Water and Elm Streets
| Sttt Qa KIFIfF | ONBH

Markham Streetor Clinton Avenue; The source of the name of Markham Street is

somewhat one ofHistories mysteesQTwo or three Markham brothers stayed for a time at

the Point of the Rock It is not known where they came from or what became of them or

what their full names were. Howevdhey apparently laid out a street arteir sir name is
rememberedas it £t S w201aQ FANARG aAGNBSGo al Nl KFY { GNE
of the original Town of Little Rock and is still the baseline for all address assignments in
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Pulaski County south of the Rivdt.was not laid out in a true eastwest direction and
aligns somewhat with the original river bank.

The portion of Markham Street east of Cumberland Street is now named in honor of William
Jefferson Clinton, a native Arkamsahe 403" and 42° Governor of Arkansaand the 42°
President of the Unéd States. His Presidential Library is located at the easteminus of
Clinton Avenue in Riverfront Park.

Mathew Cunningham and the story of Cherry o¥*Street, Mulberry or & Street, Walnut
or 4" Street, Orange or '8 Street, Elizabeth or 8 Street, Chestnut or ¥ Street, Holly or &
Street, Hazel or 9 Street, and Caroline or f0Streetq These streets are all given their
names by Dr. Mathew Cunningham, a native of Pennsylvania and the first Mayor of the
Town of Little Rock. The streets ax@med for streets in his beloved early home of
Philadelphia.

Dr. Mathew and EIiza»Cunningh‘am
1820 first family in Little Rock, 1831 first Mayor
Friend to Chester Ashley, William Woodruff

Dr. Cunningham was one of the first settlers of Little Rock in February drid2ihe first
physician. His wife Elizahecame the first female in the Little Rock settlemant the bith
of their son Chesternamed for Chester Ashleyaslikely thefirst baby bornto aLittle Rock
family. Little Rock received its first town charterNovemberl831andDr. Cunningham
was elected the first Mayor of Little Roloit a margin o3 to 15 The first City Council
meeting took place at the Cunningham house on the block whiattie southwest corner
of what is now 3rd and Main Street# plaque on the side of the old Fulk Buildamg3®
Streetmakes noteof this early event.
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Part 3- TheOriginal City of Little Rock

The Original City of Little Rockrhe map of the Original City of Little Rock was recorded into the
land records of Pulaski County, Arkansas in 1835 and again in 1840 when Roswell Beebe obtained

the original patent fo land encompassing much of the city. This event marked the beginning of the
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end of numerous lawsuits, disputes and hostilities over early land titles in the city that began before
the founding of the first Little Rock town site.

Early growth in the @wn of Little Rock was mostly westward and eastward from the first boundaries
of the early town along the soutbank of the Arkansas River. Markham was of the most

travelled strees and met a road west of town that at various times was referred to as the t.owe
Maumelle Road or River Road. After the Civil War, a portion of the old River Road was named
Lincoln Avenue for President Abraham Lincoln. Today it is known as Cantrell Road named for
Deadrick Harrell Cantrell. Cantrell was once the President oftitee Rock Railway and Electric
Company, theompany that operated the trolley system in Little Rock.

hy GKS SIad SyR 2F alNJKFEYZ IINB GKS SIFENIé&g | RRAGA
OD2OSNY 2N W2KYy t 2LIS03> wdzndBettdr Todvn (Gov&rdoiHergyy 02 Af € Al
Rector). These additions were part of a ten section, 1000 acre grant of land from the United States

to the Arkansas Territory for the purpose of funding a new territorial capitol and penitentiary.

Governor John Pope prelgid over the sale of the land grant.

Streets added west of the Town of Little RocRWVest of the original town, the following named
streets had been added west of West Main Street or Broadway by the time that the plat of the
Original City of Little Rockas recorded into the records of Pulaski County, Arkansas in 1835.

The stone arch of Arch Street, 1887 drawing
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Arch Streetc In the early years, a deep drainage ravine ran from about Mulberrifor 3

Street north to the Arkansas River. Soon after the town was established, a largeastbne
bridge was constructed at Markham Street to cross this ravine as Markham accessed one of
the main roads westward from Little Rock. The arch is depicted on early drawings of Little
Rock in 1871 as a rather crude native stone structure and later8 48 a more refined
key-stone arch. Today the old ravine has been filled to street level and the arch is gone.

Gaines Street Gaines Streds within the boundaries of the original town, but it was not
named on the map. It wasamedin honor of Geneaal Edmund Pendleton Gaines who

served with distinction during the War of 1812, the Seminole Wars, and the Blackhawk Warr,
serving again in the Mexican American Waart Gaines on Dauphisldnd, Alabama is

named for him as well as Gasville, Florida, Deas, Gergia, and New Yorlat least &

other towns, townships, and streets are named for him.

Brigadier General Edmund
Pendleton Gains

War of 1812
Seminole Wars
Blackhawk War

Mexican American Way

Commander Western Militar
District

As commander ithe Western Districof the Military, he spent considerable time in
Arkansas Territorypresiding over Indian affairs and the forts aldhg western frontier
including Fort Smith, ForGibson, and Fort Towsorgovernorlames Miller called orhim to
quite hostilities between the Cherokee and Chickasaw at Dwight MigRuassellvillejvest
of Little Rock. While he was in command of mijitborces during two Indian wars and
numerous skirmishes, he opposed Indian remg@gicies,espousinghe enforcement of
existing treaties.

Tower or State Streeg First mapped as Tower Street, the name suggests there was once a
tower on the high bak of the Arkansas River at the north end of the street. It was later and
ever after known as State Street, commemorating Arkansas Statehood orﬁ“,]nl@@ﬁ.
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